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Lrces

Must o us have fond childhood memories of time spent playing in
and around reees. I we were lucky, we lived near a large woods where we
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us had vards withseveral Large trees, which could be used for a tire swing. for
second bise, or for shady summer naps.
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when children pick apples, discover a bird's nest, or jump in a pile of leaves.
Trees are also am important part of covirommental cducation, Almaost every
school, rural, suburban; or urban, has trees growing on the grounds or
rearhy, Learniyg aboar trees helps connecr children oo our nataral
world, introducing them to our environment and inspiring them ro
learn more about our planet.
The next time you visit the BFEC, please pick up a copy of our
new tree identibcation pamphler and <eltamided walking rour
]n addition 1o providing leaf and bark characteristics for
nineteen rree species found ar the BFEC, the
pamphler leads vou on @ tree tour, starting near the
_~ tartle gardens, heading along the perimerer of the
7 prairie and into the woods, and concluding at the
pine plantation. We invire the community o
expand our tree Lsr by calling our artention 1o trées on
the center's grounds that are not mentioned in the pamphler.
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thank-vou from the BFEC staff.

Additional information abour Ohio's trees can be found
ar the BFECY Web site: Go ro the College site,
www.kenyon.edu, click on Communicy, and follow the
binks o the BFEC,

mee the inside of this newsletter for other excellent Web
sives bt trees and children,
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cedar waxwings and

FALL MIGRATION...

The coming of full marks more than the return of
students o Kenvon, SUVs and minivans are not the
only things flocking down Route 229,

The changing of the leaves and the dropping of
summer temperatures signify rthe start of the fall
migration. Forwhatever reason, the tall migration has
always been more amazing to me than the same
rhenomenon i spring. Perhaps it's becasse Ausost and
September represent beginnings, or mavbe it's simply
thar the tall miretion tends to atrract a
different charucrer list af birds than the
spring migration does, Either way, my
return Lo Kl_'n‘_.-'u-n in the tall ;i]!,i."w,-'.-i
mcluded several trips with my hinoculars
down to the environmental center and
Kokosing Gap rrail.

The falling temperatures remind rhe
birds that summer is.over, the breeding
season is past; and it once again time to
head south. The fall 154 time when logs
of first-vear birds will come through
the Kokesing valley, and warblers,
who have Lost their brighy,
distinguishing colors and
patterns, are now
bland and similar to one
another, making
tdentificarion Jditficul
even for the best
birders. Nos longer
Erying o wion

%o tail
migration was
about secing the
hordes of cedar
waxwings that
make their way
into the
Kokosing

valles,”

domate,
male
warhlers
will lose
their
bright
vellows,
Breens

and L‘l‘u':stnut.w, m-.ﬂlin;_: L0 SO, dull 1_..’!.‘.”{11.5.',
Licking much of what makes them unique in the spring
and summer,

To me, the fall migration in Gambier was naot
about the one or two ranties, like the ruby crowned
kingler or the rose breasted grosheak, that can be seen.
Nor was it abour the chance of seeing a summer tanager,
one of the most magnificent and seriking birds (in any
season ) to appent i these hills and vallevs: Moo tor me,
fall migration was about seeing the hordes of cedar
waswings thiit ||1;IL'_(: their WY inta the Knkn:‘-in;_f x'any_

From a distance, waxwings mav appear ta be
plain hrown hirds, too small for a robin, too large
for o warhler. But their subrle

marks of beaury make
th.l'.'!“ Wl \."L"f",' L![[ri!i.‘.l‘i‘l;:.‘

and interesting
bird to see,
They cinmbine
arcitude—
cmandting perhaps trom
the spiky erese on their
heads—wirth delicare colar,
found in the hold vellow and
red thar mark the tps of thewr
wings, The cedar waxwing is
truly magmificent.
The herry-filled rrees
lining the helds sround  the
BFEC
waxwings. On several accasions,
while walking aleng the el in the
early hours of a fall moming, | had my
ears filled with the beeps and chips of cedar
waxwings, scores of them covering the trees,
Now, asa gradaare, looking back army
four years ar Kenyon, | like to think abour the
beaury of the fall—and the beauty of the wildlife
filling the rrees of the Kokosing valley, 1t's this beaury
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that will eventually bring me hack.
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The BFEC has always
depended on
membership donations
to support its array of
activiries, This year, in
addition to our regular
COMmmunity
programming, we are
establishing a
microscope fund to
replace the old
“dinosaurs” that we
currently use when
schoolchildren visit the
center on field trips.
Think of your
membership donation as
an investment in
inspiration: by giving to
the BFEC, you are
nurturing the next
generation of naturalists

The bitter fruth about

Though often admired for its fragrant smell in early summer, Lonicera japonica—<ommonly
called Japanese honeysuckle—is a serious threar to many nanve Ohio species. A perenpial
woody vine, it can be distinguished from narive honeysuckle by its upper leat partern and
berries. Japanese honeysuckle’s top leaf pairs are separate and form black begries, while narive
species have fused leaves and produce red and orange berries.

Japanese honeysuckle atracks a diverse range of habitats. 1t can be found in frelds;
forest edges, and disturbed woods. It iis an agereséive vine that outcomperes bath above and
|'~¢'-l:w.' 'i_::rmnhl. Husu}; }-;q_'1'|‘|i-+.".'l:]'_t_{r|.'_'|:|‘1. it ;‘||'j~1| ;;T(H.'.'h_l.hlnn_l_-j rhe milder PArt of winter 'ﬂ.'hl.:ll athier
species are dormant. Onee the vine establishes itself in an area, it forms a thick canopy that
causes the narive undergrowth to collapse and die under its weight. This resulesin alise divetse
woodland understory, which leaves the area open and more susceptible to other invasive
species, such as kudzu and multiflora rose:

This ]\r.1}1]|_-1|| plant is widespie ad in Cenrral Ohio. The BFEC woods have an
extensive honeysuckle infestation. 18 your property has a problem g8 well, check with the local
conservation discrice or H::I.[Li{'l'] CEentdr IOr TIpson "-'l"”h_""] ;“'l'-{ eradication.
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www.oplin [il ahus/prodicrs/tree

www.dnrsrare:ohsftorestry/Eduecation/ohiptrees/tregsindex-htm



BFEC's

NEW MANAGERS

This year's BFEC student
managers are George Herricy
04, Jesse Lasky '04, und
Kirsten Bierlein 04 (shown
below, lett ra rght). “The
three of us have rremendous

enerpy for the center, and it

pramises to be an exciting and
productive vear,” savs Bierlein,
a religious-studies major from
Washingron, DUC, Herriry and
Lasky are both l‘-iulnrg':.' MAajors.
Both come from Pirrshurgh,
PCI'I.[\I?&"'-'].‘-'.H][E[.

Community Programs

“Walk the Gambier Trail,” and enjoy some new scenery!
Giather in front of the Kenyon Boukstore for a pleasant
morming hike.

“Fall Nature Walk,” with Jordan Briofessor of
Envirenmental Science and Biology Ray Heithaus. Explore
the BFEC trails, learn about pur natural environment, and
enjoy the beaury of the changing seasons. Call to register.

“Fall Sky,” with Assaciare Professor of English Tim Shutr.
Admire the season’s constellations as you listen to
mythelogical stories about the stars, IE the weather is
cloudy, the event will have to be rescheduled.

“Fall Open House at the BFEC.” Whar could be better than
a fall day outdoors at the BFEC! Stroll the pardens, view
our photography show, and enjoy freshepressed cider.

"Molunteer Work Day: Purting the Gardens to:Bed." Learn
how to prepare vegetable and flower gardens forthe winter.
Bring ¢lippers; rakes, and afriend. Snacks are on us! Call
to registen

‘Keep an eye on the fall bind migration, and learn which
birds will seay for the winter. Every Wednesday morning

from 8:00 to 9:30 a:m., and on che last Saturdays of

September, October, and Navember ar the same time,

student manager Jesse Lasky and bird enthusiast Tim Shurt
will lead birding walks. Meer ar the BFEC farmhouse
parking lor.

Children’s Programs
“Imprints of Nature," with BFEC student manager Kirsten

Bierlein, We'll do eyanotype imprinting of ohjects found in
nature, $9.00 materials fee. Call to register.,

"Haunred éhmpﬁ re, M with the EFEC'Stu;EEnr managers.
Join us for pumpkin painting, roasted marshmallows, and

stories around the campfire. $5.00 materials fee. Call o
repEister.
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you would like to contribute a giftor voluntesr to hielp with a project,
please call the BFEC st 740-427-5050.

Anders Johnson
Niklu Ehnmhﬂ.rim
Elaine Mackey

Rick Yorde
Windy Hill Nursery

Nature’s Keepers Summer Camp
Joe Barher
Dianne Barcus
Harold Bower

Jitm Gthﬁﬂ,ﬂ

Ken Hammontree
Al Helser

Ann Laudeman
Michael Lee
Eugene Robinson
Florence Schermer

Susan Rutter and Janet Weekly of Longaherger

Dale and Judy Van Winkle
Deborah Yorde and The Owl Creek Fiber Guild

The BFEC extends a hearrfelt thank you to all the young.
volunteers that helped us out as counselors and junior
counselors.

:I Donations:

Epsilon 5igmaﬁ j,pha Soror iy
Lisa B.rdl!r;gmeyez

' Judy Dabbins

Family
Robert and Patricia Hesse

Benefactor
Mr. and Mrs. William Stroud

i




Brown Family Environmental Center at Kenyon College

PO/Box 508
Gambier, Ohio 43022

bfec@kenyonedy
wawws kenvoredu (Click on COMMUNITY)

Executive Divector
E. Raymond Heithaus,
Jovdan Professor of Environmental Science and Biology.

Visting ngr_qm Difgct_agr%:

Newsletter Staff

Editors; Rebecea Chamberlin 102, }ﬂd}_’ Fn:ﬁi@!j__._ Dfm-l;ﬂgk_fil
Disign: The COGENESIS Group, Mount Vernon, Ohio

| Advisory Board

Ruth Bernis, Mervl Brott, Frances and Miles Christiun, Guy Denny,
Anne Downey, Charles and Li'r:ﬁ;]'_rl Findlay, Pat and Ray Heithaus,
Ann Laudeman, Barbara Lipscomb, John Oliver, Denise and Mark Ramser,

Susan Ramser, Rebecen Reimbold, Anne and Jefferson Robinson, Florence Short,
William Serowd, Joan and David Traurman, Carole and Harlow Walker,

Ohscar H. Will 11, Henry Woolsey,

Emeritus members: Shetka and Philip Jordan.
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